
At the Cambridge Biomedical Campus the route would run on prioritised public transport lanes on 
Francis Crick Avenue, connecting to the existing Busway https://thebusway.info/ and enabling ser-
vices to continue to the proposed South Cambridge station and Cambridge city centre via the 
Busway. The proposed route will provide additional public transport capacity as an alternative to 
the car.

The route would be entirely off-road, only interacting with other traffic at junctions. Junctions 
between existing roads and the new public transport route would be controlled by traffic lights. 
Alongside this new public transport route would be a new path for active travel.

The section between Babraham and Sawston has been reviewed in terms of its detailed alignment, to 
reduce the impact on farm operations and reduce impacts on landscape character in the area. This is 
a proposal and is subject to feedback from this consultation, which will be taken into account before 
finalising the design for the full environment impact assessment next year.

What is the Scheme?
The CSET Phase 2 project is a proposed new public transport 
route which would link the Cambridge Biomedical Campus 
via Great Shelford, Stapleford and Sawston to a new travel 
hub near the A11/A1307, with connections to Babraham, the 
Babraham Research Campus and Granta Park.
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This scheme would be part of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined 
Authority's emerging Cambridgeshire Autonomous Metro (CAM) scheme, which 
would extend underground through Cambridge to provide traffic-free, fast trans-
port. These proposals are part of the early phases of CAM, with ambitions
to extend to Haverhill in the future. GCP will continue to work closely with the 
Combined Authority as proposals for the CAM develop.

Journey Reliability
The proposals would offer more reliable journey times, avoiding 
congestion on roads.

Costs
The scheme is estimated to cost £132.3 million.

Stops along the route
The image below shows the typical layout of a stop along the 
proposed public transport route. Stops would have:
•    Platforms with shelter and real-time passenger information 
•    Drop-off facilities
•    Disabled parking
•    Cycle parking and cycle lockers.

Stops are proposed to be located on Babraham Road in Sawston, 
Haverhill Road in Stapleford, Hinton Way for Shelford and near the 
Busway bridge on the Cambridge Biomedical Campus.
The proposals have been developed to ensure stops are as close
to villages as possible, whilst trying to limit the impact on the 
environment, for example avoiding hedgerows.

Connections to the stops will 
be improved and integration 
with existing bus services
enhanced as far as possible. 
Travel hub
Travel hub site B between
the A11 and Babraham with 
access from the A1307 has 
been chosen as the preferred 
option.

The site would initially have
1000 car and 350+ cycle 
parking spaces with potential 
to expand to 2000 car park-
ing spaces. Our proposed 
travel hub would be as sus-
tainable as possible and use 
renewable energy as much as 
possible.
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Indicative cross section of proposed stops
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We have seen changes to traffic patterns as a result of COVID-19. Does this mean that we won’t 
need this project?

The GCP’s commitment to support sustainable growth is brought into even sharper focus by the 
impacts of COVID-19 and a need to support the economy to get back on its feet.

As we emerge from COVID-19 restrictions and communities continue to recover and grow in line 
with the area’s Local Plan, sustainable transport options will be vital to access work, study and other 
opportunities the city has to offer, whether using public transport or active travel.

The need for active travel and transport interchange solutions are increased in a context of growing 
cycle use, as people seek alternatives to using public transport during COVID restrictions and 
recognise the benefits of a healthier lifestyle.

The impact of COVID-19 on public transport demand and the need for social distancing cannot be 
predicted with certainty. This will be kept under review as the project develops, and the business case 
will be updated before  a decision is made to progress further with the scheme.

The GCP’s corridor schemes are developed to be adaptable over time to transport technology and 
the need to provide access from growing communities to growing opportunity at employment sites 
across the city.

Environment, potential impact and 
enhancements
As part of the scheme development process we 
will be conducting a full Environmental Impact 
Assessment, and are seeking your views on the 
design of the proposals and how we could best 
manage and mitigate possible impacts and any 
changes to the design needing to be considered.

In addition to environmental assessments 
and surveys, this work includes sharing more 
detailed proposals to mitigate impacts to 
the environment and landscape, including 
opportunities to enhance biodiversity. 

This consultation offers an opportunity for local 
communities and other stakeholders to see and 
hear more and contribute feedback to influence 
plans and the environment assessment.

The purpose of public consultation is to help 
inform and understand stakeholder concerns, 
issues and opportunities and, wherever possible, 
to feed these into plans.

Full details of the environmental impacts, both 
positive and negative, can be found in the 
‘Environmental Information’ section of this 
consultation. We encourage people to give their 

views through the  ‘Have your say’ section of the 
consultation.

Project timetable
The project started in 2016 when a public 
consultation was conducted on a range of 
concepts for public transport improvements 
and other schemes along the A1307 including 
a busway. After a series of consultations 
and stakeholder engagement activity, the 
GCP’s Executive Board approved the scheme 
progresses through the environmental 
assessment process.

We have now reached the next stage of the 
project with the EIA Consultation and the 
following diagram illustrates the subsequent 
stages over the coming years.


